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St. LUKE xi. 51. 
Suppoſe ye that I am come to give Peace 
on Earth © I tell you, Nay , but ra- 
ther Diviſuon, © „„ 


HES E Words of our Bleſſed 


— — 1 * 


T ay ſurpriſe his Diſciples, to whom 
3 AY 
8 1 * | : 5 
== contrary to their ExpeQations. 


8 
The Prophets of old had predicted very glorious 


Things concerning the Kingdom of the Meſ. 


he ſpake them, being ſo directly 


"4 
| 4 
| 

he 


ſah, particularly with reſpect to that Good- 
will which he ſhould introduce amongſt Men, 
the Peace with which he ſhould bleſs his 


Kingdom. They had heard and read in their 
1 lacred Books, that when there ſhould come 1a. xi. 1. 
*. RE WAS 


forth a Rod out of the Stem of Jeſſe, and a 


Calf, and the young Lion, and the Fatling toge- 
ther, and à little Child ſhould lead them; that 


Saviour could not but greatly 


Branch ſhould grow out of his Roots ; then the 
Wolf ſbould dwell with the Lamb, and the Leo- _,., 6. 
pard ſhould lie down with the Kid, and the 


the ſucking Child ſhould play on the Hole of Vr. s. 
ff.... 00 
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Ver 9. 


Fe 


they verily believed to be the Meſſiah, was 


Luk. it, I 4 


tradict this Suppoſition, at leaſt in the Senſe 
in which they underſtood it: I tell you, Nay; 
but rat her Diviſion. „ 
| Meaning of this Paſſage? To which it may 


 matively. There are two Senſes in which it | 


this thould always be the Caſe; that there 


- what is here ſaid there have been, and always 


the Aſp, and the weaned Child Pould put hi 
Hand on the Cotkatrice-den, 1 thet fouls 
not hurt nor deſtroy in all the holy Mountain of 
God. They were made to hope, that in the 


ri 
Congratulated his Nativity was in thoſe chear- 


might well then ſuppoſe, as my Text ſuggeſſs 
they did, That he came to give Peace on Earth, | 


: thoſe of the ſame Family and Houſhold, as it 


Chriſtian Religion the Occaſion 


Days of the Meſtah the Righteous ſpould flou- 
12 and abundance of Peace, ſo 155 bor 
Moon: ſhould endure. And when he, whom 


come, the Sons with which the heavenly Hoſt 
ful Words, Glory to God in the hig beſt, and 
on Earth Peace, Good. will towards Men, They 


But yet our bleſſed Saviour thought fit to con- 


a 


But the Queſtion, will be, What is the | 
be replied, firſt Negatively, and then Affir- 


$ . 


is bot to be under. 


3 s . 


J WED on 54 te, that 
ſhould be in every Place, and at all Times, 
ſuch Diviſions among Friends and Relations, 


1s preſently after expreſs d, occaſion'd by the 
C a. de our Saviour. Notwithſtanding 


will be, 


1 be, In 1 me: Places, and at ſome Times, 
great Friend 


hip, Peace and Concord amongſt 
W 


not the Cauſe of Diviſou. 


Chriſtians themſelves ; and 'tis to be ITY 
that there may be a Time, when all ſhall be 
at Peace about them, when there ſhall be 20 


hurting nor deſtr 1 or. about all the holy 
Nats of of 4 An 


ofe Predictions which 
are contain'd in the old Prophets, of the 


peaceable State of Things in the Days of the 


Meſiab, may, notwithſtanding theſe Words 
Seaſon of 


of our Saviour, have' their proper 
being fulfill'd to the utmoſt ; ſo that the Di- 
ſciples might only have been miſtaken in think- 


ing that this was to be the immediate Conſe- 


quence of his appearing in the World. 


But Secondly, Much leſs are theſe Words 


to be underſteod, as importing that the De- 


Bl of our Saviour s Appearing, was to create 


viſions amongſt Men, or that his Religion 
had a natural Tendency to do fo. It is cer- 


tain, That the great Deſign of our Lord's 


taking our Nature upon him, and cauſing his 


Doctrine to be publiſh'd in the World, was 
to create Peace, firſt between God and Men, 


and then between one Man and another: 
And this is the natural Tendency of all that 
our Saviour hath done and ſuffer'd for us, 
and of his ſetting up his Religion amongſt us. 


God was in Chrift reconciling the World to 
himſelf ; and the Work which he committed to 


2 Cor. v. 


18, 15. 


bis Apoſtles, was the Miniſtry of Reconcilia- 
tion. Peace on Earth, and Good will toward 


Men, were the Deſign of our Saviour's Incar- 
nation, his Life, his Death, his Reſurrection 


and Interceſſion, 5 and his ſending down the - 


Holy- 


666 cCbriſtia Religion the Occaſion: 
Holy-Ghoſt from Heaven: and one princi- 
pal Part of his Doctrine is to perſwade Men 
to be at Peace amongſt themſelves, to main- 
tain an univerſal 8 one with ano- 
ther. And were the Religion of our Saviour 
throughly entertain d, did the true Spirit of 
it prevail, there would be nothing but un- 
diſſembled, diſintereſted Love, and perſect 
Concord amongſt its Profeſſoͤres. 
To anſwer therefore Affirmatively. The 
plain ſenſe of the Words is this, That the | 
Conſequence of our Bleſſed Saviour's Coming, 
and of the publiſhing his Doctrine, would be 
Contention and Diviſion, and that even a- | 
mongſt the moſt intimate Acquaintance, the 
naeeareſt and deareſt Relations ; this, I ſay, 
would be not from the nature of our Savi- 
our's Religion in it ſelf conſider'd, but b 
Accident, the Conſequence of his Appearing I 
_ -atfirſt ; and would continue ſo to be for the | 
moſt part whereſoever his Doctrine ſhould be 
preach'd, till by ſome extraordinary Diſpen- 
lation of Providence the true Spirit of Chriſti | 
anity ſhould prevail amongſt its Profeſſors, 
and all its Enemies ſhould have their Power 
of Hurting taken from them. 


Nor is this an unuſual way of ſpeaking, 
but very common upon other Occaſions. 1 | 
an done, not with 2 Deſion, or with 4 Deſre 

toſow Diſcord and create Diviſions amongſt 

Nen: But this I foreſee-will be for a time 

ee eee 


1s 


* 


not the Cauſe of \Divifion. 0 » 
' Having given this Account of the Wards; 
that which I farther propoſe in the treating 
of them, is, to do theſe three Things. .. 


To ſhew how this Prediction hath been Fu- 1. 
- fill'd, from the time in which our Saviour 38 
| ſpake theſe Words, to this-Day. * 


_—— 
— 9 


To enquire into the Grounds and Reaſons of ll. 
"+ chase Diviſions, which the Appearance of 
our Lord, and the N is Doctrine 

to the World, have occaſion 0c. 


To apply what ſhall be ſaid to our own III. 


To ſhew how this Prediction hath been 
,, ̃²˙ rr 

No ſooner did our Lord enter upon his 
Publick Miniſtry, but there aroſe much Con- 

tention amongſt the Jews, with reſpe&-to 

his Perſon, whether he were the Maſfab 
whom they expected, or not. There was, 

all the time of his converſing with them, much / 
nurnuring and diſputing among ſt the People jy, vi. 
concerning him; oe 7 he was à good 12. 
Man : ct hers, nay ; but that he decaiv'd the 
People; ſo that he might well ſay, juſt before ay 
my Text, I am come to ſend Hire on the Earth; Lak. unn. 
and what will I, if it be already! kindled ? . 
And we all know, that as he was conſtantly = 1 
deſpiſed and reproach d by the Wicked part of 
that People; fo he was at laſt given up by 
e,, oe 2 


8 Chriſtian Religion the Occafion: 
their Rulers to the Roman Governor, to be 
crucified by him. Great Diviſions all this 
while undoubtedly were amongſt Perſons of 
the ſame Houſhold, concerning our Saviour, 
between thoſe who .were difpoſed to believe 
him to be the Meſſiah, and thoſe who rejected 

7 
And the Caſe was the very ſame after his 
Death and his Reſurrection. When the Apo- 
ſtles went abroad to preach his Doctrine bo 
among Jews and Gentiles; where-ever they | 
came, great Contention was ſtirred up, be- 

| tween (thoſe who entertain d the Chriſtian 8 


I cp. x. Ie Brother ſhall deliver up the Brother to 


my  Apofftes Times; being by them aſſüted, that 


Doctrine as publiſh'd by them, and thoſe whoa 
rejected it and perſecuted its Preachers; ac- 
cCording to thoſe other Predictions of our 
Nat. xxiv. Lord, They ſhall deliver you up to be afflifted, 
9, 10. and ſhall kill you : And ye ſpall be hated of all | 
Nations for ny Name's ſake. And then ſhall |} 
: many be offended, and ſhall betray one another, | 
sand ſhall hate one another. And elſewhere, |} 
21, 22. Death, and the Father the Child; and the 
Children ſhall riſe up againſt their Parents, and 
. cauſe them to be put to Death; and ye ſhall be 
hated of all Men for my Names ſake. All 
which is well known to have been verified, 
both from the Hiſtory we have in the Ad of | 
"the" Apoſtles, and in the Writers after the 


the Rage and Perſecution exerciſed againſt the 
Apoſtle "rt by the Jews, was contitiued, 
'- Whereſoever they or their Succeſſors in the 
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E nbt the Cauſe of Diviſion. - 9 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel went to preach” a- 


* I bongſt the Gentiles, more or lefs, for the fr: 

f Three hundred Years after Chriſt; during all 

1 which Space, we cannot doubt but that there 

„ vas all the Diviſion amongſt all Sorts of Peo- 

1 ee, on account of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
wich our Saviour mentions in my Text. 

. WH But was there an End put to theſe Divi- 

bons, when Princes and Emperors embraced 

b the Chriſtian Faith, and when the Religion 

„ of Chriſt was propagated amongſt and re- 

4 ceiv d by Nations and Kingdoms? No, alas! 

= lt was quite otherwiſe. Nay, thenceforward, 

5 (which is the melancholy Part of the Ac- 

"ay count) inſtead of thoſe Diviſions which were 

r between Believers and Unbelievers, thence- 

F forward Chriſtians themſelves contended as 

% wach one with another, nay, often perſecuted 

1] ch other, as fiercely and as ſeverely, as their 

„„ Wl Enemies had formerly contended with and 

re, perſecuted them. Whilſt they were Fellow- 


to WM lifferers under a Common Perſecution, thoſe 
the ho were worthy of the Name of Chriſtian 
i heartily. loved one another. At the begin- 
be ung of the Apoſtles Preaching, after they © 
All bad foon converted ſeveral Thouſands to the 
fed, Fath, we have this Remarkable Account of — 
s of | them, that they continued daily with one ac- Ads 2. 46. 
the rd in the Temple, and breaking Bread from 
ar I fuſe to, Houſe, did eat their Meat with glad- 
neſs and ſengleneſs of Heart: And again, that 
the multitude of. th em, that believ'd were 4 one 
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Heart, and of ons Soul; neither ſaid any o 
them, that ought of the things. which he poſſeſs 


ſed, was bis own, but they had all things com- 
ö. And this peaceable and _ charitable 


Spirit continued | amongſt Chriſtians, in a 
great degree, during the time of their Per. 


ſecution; inſomuch that Julian could not 
forbear owning it, and reproaching the Gen- 
tiles with ſay ing, ; Zee how the (1 Galileans 
love one . another ! But alas, External Peace 
and Proſperity ſoon corrupted them; ſo that 
our Saviour's Prediction hath. been ever ſince | 
- notoriouſly - fulfilld by Chriſtians them- 


ſelves, as if he came, not to ſend Peace, but | 
Diviſions amongſt them alſo. 4 
Whatſoever Differences might too early ap- 


pear amongſt Chriſtians, the perſecuted State 
of the Church, for the firſt three Centuries, 
did in a great Meaſure ſuppreſs the evil Spirit 
of Contention, and made them ſenſible how |} 
much it was their Intereſt, as well as their 


Duty, to love one another: But Proſperit) 


made them wanton, and forgetful both of 


their Duty and their Intereſt to a very high 


degree. It is well known to all who are ac- 
quainted with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, what 
violent and ſcandalous Contentions broke out 
in the Eaſtern Churches, in the time of Con- 
antine, and the Ages following, to the re- 
pProaching, cenſuring, anathematizing, and, 
as each Party had Power, perſecuting one 
another. As the Proſperity and Power of 


the 


—ͤñü—̃— ſ — — —— 


— 


; the Weſtern Churches increas d, there aroſe 
4 Contention between them and the Eaſtern, 
- not compoſed to this Day; infomuch that 
e 


they have wholly ſeparated from each other's 


Communion. And as the Antichrift, the Mat 
of Sin, ſpoken of in the Sacred Oracles, ſtill 
more and more exalted himſelf in this Weſt= 


ether his own Followers in one Communion, 
learn their Religion from our Lord and his 


tion, and to conſtitute thoſe Churches, which 


Proteſtant, or Reformed. 


that there have been many and grievous Di- 
vilions amongſt us alſo, which are ſtill unhap- 


tions amongſt themſelves; which are how- 


ot the! Cauſe of Diviſion. TI 


ern part of the World, whilſt he held to- 


by the Bands of Ignorance, Superſtition, and 
yranny, he neceſſitated all fuch as would 


Apoſtles, and not from the Biſhops of the 
Roman See, to withdraw from their Commu- 


lince that time are known by the Name of 


And here again it were to be heattily 
wiſh'd, that all thoſe who juſtly agreed to 
ſeparate themſelves from the Church of Rome, 
could have likewiſe agreed to maintain perfe& 
Peace and Concord amongſt themſelves, But 
it is too well known, and too juſtly made a 
Reproach to us by our Roman Adverſaries, 


pily continued, to the Scandal of the Refor- 

mation, and to the putting a ſtop to its Pro- 
greſs. Not that the Members of the Roman 
Church have fewer, or leſs violent Conten- 


ever the leſs remarkable, becauſe they * have . 
65; . | a au, at 
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12 Chriſtian Reign abs Occaſion : 
2g the ſame time the Policy to join together 
in one Communion, When 2 vey corrupt 
and dangerous one. 
Io conclude this Head, 1 might add, that 
ol even in this Nation, in which, by the Con- 
ſent and Authority of the Civil Government, 
a-Chriſtian Church hath been L egally ella. | 
bliſh' d, as one eminent Branch of the Refor- | 
mation, there have unhappily ariſen many | 
Contentions about Matters of Religion; which | 
are ſo far from being laid aſide, that of late 
they ſeem to have been conſiderably increas d; 
ſo that there are not only ſeveral Bodies of | 
Chriſtians, who withdraw from the eſta- | 
bliſh'd Communion; but even the profeſsd i 
Members of the ſame Communion * been 
unreaſonably diſtinguiſh'd one from another, 
by Names and Characters unworthy of Chri- 
ſtians. But this is an Argument on which 
it is very unpleaſant to inſiſt; I proceed 


therefore to what |. Ln d in the next 
sz viz. . | 


11. Þ. * enquire into 1 Grounds and an 
1 us thoſe Diviſions, which the Appearance of 
gur Lord, and the publiſhing his Doctrine, 
have occaſion d. 

Now I have already obſery'd, that this 
not from our Lord; 'or from the nature of 
his Religion in it ſelf conſider d. Chriſt is 
E Prince oof Peace. Peace was one of the 
aa bee we ic * to hs 
1 85 Di cip les 


| * 


— 
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nt he Cauſe of Diviſſon. +, 13 
ir Diſciples before he left them. Peace I leave Job. xiv- 
with you's my" Peace I give unto you. The 
charaQeriſtick by which he defir'd his Fol- 
lowers "ſhould be diftinguiſh'd from other 
Men, was, their having love one to another, Joh. xiii. 
by which all Men were to know that they 35: 1 
were his Diſciples. His Religion, as being '% 
the Wiſdom which is from above, is firſt pure, Jam. iii. 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be in- 
treated,” full of Mercy, and of good Fruits. : 5 
Nothing then remains, but that theſe 2 
Diviſions muſt ariſe, partly from the Cor- 7 8 
ruption of human Nature, and partly from _ 
the Inſtigation of the Devil. In ſome 2 
Men, Ignorance of the Nature of Religion; 
and from thence, in others, Superſtition ; | 
in ſome, a ſettled hatred of Piety and Vir- 
tue; in moſt, Pride and Conceitedneſs, 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs, an immoderate 
Love of the Emoluments and Enjoyments 
of this preſent World, Emulation and En \Y 
vy z theſe are the common Sources of Con- 1 
tention, as in other Caſes, fo particularly 
about Matters of Religion; as it were aly 
to ſhew'in the ſeveral Inſtances of Divi- 
lion occaſiond by the Religion of our Sa- 
Wr.... einen 
The Contentions which were between 
the Enemies of Chriſtianity in general, and 
thoſe: who propagated or adhered to the 
Chriſtian Faith, could have no other Grounds | 
but ſome of thoſe juſt 1 
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Chriſtian Ruligion the Oecaſion: 
Winnt was there that could occaſion 


them doing all manner of Good to all Sorts 
of Perſons, who preached the moſt Excel- 
lent Doctrine that ever had been publiſh d 


fer upon them the greateſt Bleſſings which 
they could receive; but that they were ig- 
norant of the Nature of true Religion, 


bs of their Religion upon their obſerving the 

Rituals of Moſes's Law, whilſt they neg- 
lected its great Moral Precepts; that they 
were fond of the Enjoyments of this Life, 


and rich in the World? Whereas he came 
to teach them what true Religion was, to 
bring them to the Love and Practice of 
Piety and Virtue, and to conduct them to 
Happineſs in a Life to come. What could 


conſpiring to hate and perſecute the Apo- 
ſtles of our Lord, and the other Primitive 
Publiſhers of his Goſpel, who imitated their 
Great Maſter in their Tempers and their 


and their Examples were too Pure and Per- 


ine Jews to hate and perſecute our 
Bleſſed Saviour, whoſe Life was perfectly 
Pure and Holy, who went about amongſt 


to the Children of Men, and came to con- 


and Enemies to it; that they laid the Streſs 


and had fix'd their Hopes in Expectation 
of a Meſſiab, who ſhould make them great 


be the Occaſion of the Jews and Gentiles | 


Practices, and preach'd the pure Chriſtian 
Doctrine to them; but that their Doctrine 


een 
i 


ect to be ewbraced and followed by Men, 
— - 


uot. the Cauſe of Diviſion. 5 
whoſe. Minds were tainted. with Superſti⸗ 
tin, and falſe Notions of Religion, and 
ry ore ſtrongl y. addicted to divers 3 


ng, alen the 0 of Chriſt 
5 and obliged them to ſubdue and mor- 


AP the very fame have been the Grounds 
of Contention between profeſs d Chriſtians 
themſelves. Thoſe who have ſatisfied them- 
ſelves with the Chriſtian Name, whilſt they 
have been utterly deyoid of the true Spirit 
of Chriſtianity, have hated thoſe in whom 
the true * of this Religion hath been 
found, as being a conſtant Reprehenſion and 
Reproach to them. Men of conceited Minds, 
who have placed their Religion chiefly in 
Notion, not in Temper and Practice, have 
oftentimes raiſed preat Stirs about Opinions, 5 
not Fundamental to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
contended earneſtly for them, as for the Faith 


once deliver d to the Saints. Others who hare 


placed their Religion in the Obſervation of 
ſome External Rites or Cuſtoms, not of the 
Eſſence of Religion, have with the ſame Zeal- 
contended for or againſt theſe, as a wiſe and 
good Chriſtian, 1 do for the great and 
neceſſary Doctrines and Precepts of a Chri- 
ſtian Temper and Converſation. And as the 
more ignorant, ſuperſtitious, and ſuperficial 
' profeſs” hriſtians, are moſt apt to 
hate and perſecute thoſe who are more Un- 
daſjas * be" VRP: and Subſtantial Tt 


Chriſtian Religion the ; Occaſion : : 


themſelves : So, where both'the contending 
i Parties, as it often happens, are equally 
9 Deſective and Faulty, there Contentions 
ws: | _ needs be violent and endleſs between 
t | 

Theſe are the evil Roots of Diviſion on 
account of the Chriſtian Doctrine, in Men 
themſelves. And then the Devil, the great 
Enemy of God and Man, the irreconcileable 
Hater of Piety and Virtue, makes it his 
Buſineſs to excite and foment theſe Con- 
tentions and Diviſions , to the diſparaging 
Religion in the World; to the Vexation 8 
of the pious and virtuous Part of Men; and 
to the mo the ons of Mankind in 
: General. 


7 But 1 will init x no farther on this Head; 
„ the Matter is ſo evident, as to render it need- 
I. lefs: But proceed, in the Laſt Place, to apply 
what has been An on this Argument to our 
2 own Uſe. . 


* 


Firſt hana It follows them this Ac- 
count, that we ought not to take Offence, 
on occaſion of the Diviſions which have 
deen, and ſtill are found, in the Chriſtian 
Church. 
That thoſe, who re "efted our Lend and 

| bis Religion, ſhould hate and perſecute Him 
and his Followers, is no great Matter of 
1 n or x Surpriſe, to wy. one who * 
_ Crs 


— 


Leers Hoy great a Contrariety there is be- 
J ween the Spirit of the Chriſtian Religion, 
1 ind the Spirit of the World: But that Chri- 
ans themſelves ſhould violently contend 
n Writh, and divide from one another, cannot 
n but give great Offence and Scandal to Unbe- 
it levers: as it is urged alſo for a very plau- 
le ible Objection by thoſe of the Ronan Church, 
is Wl xainſt Proteſtants in General. But not- 
1- WM vithſtanding all this, an Intelligent Chri- 
g tan, or Proteſtant, hath no reaſon to be 
n at of Conceit with the Chriſtian Religion 
d n General, or reformed Chriſtianity in Par- 
in WM ticular, upon this Account © 
uns, as we have heard, no more than ü 
d; WM what our Lord at firſt declared would be; 
d- nd what plainly reſults, not from the Na- 
ply WW tre of true Religion in itſelf conſider'd ; 
our but from the Corruption of Men, and the 
I iftigation of their grand Enemy, the Devil. 
und foraſmuch as our Bleſſed Saviour pre- 
Ac- dided it fo plainly, as a thing contrary to 
nce, I the Expectation of his Diſciples, and yet 


have certain in the Event; it is a ſtrong Con- 


ſian I firmation of our Chriſtian Faith; no Ob- 
Ion againſt it. Nay, that corrupt Men, 
ad their Adyerſary, the Devil, ſhould ſtir 


* up and ſoment Contention, either againſt, = 
e amongit Chriſtians, is à ſure. Indication, 


— 


iders I che Chriſtian Doctrine, againſt which De⸗ 


generate 


that there is” fomething "truly Excellent in 


ut the Cauſe of Diviſion. nd: 
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28 , Chriſtian Religion the Occaſion ; | 
generate Human Nature, and the more De- 
generate Diabolical Spirit, do riſe up in Op- | 


And God, for Wiſe and Good Reaſons 
permitteth it ſo to be, according to thoſ 
Words of the Apoſtle, There muſt be alſo 

Hereſes, or, as the Word denotes, Diviſions 

x Cor. xi. Lt” Oi hes wh 91 

"is. among you, that they which are approved, 

may be made manifeſt among you. The fierce | 
Perſecution of the Primitive Chriſtians, from 

their Infidel Enemies, was an Exerciſe of | 
their Faith and Patience, whereby they gave 

a Noble Teſtimony to the Truth and Ex- 
cellence of that Religion, for which they 
willingly endured ſuch hard Uſage. And the 

- Diviſions amongſt Chriſtians themſelves ſerve 

to try and to improve the Virtues of thoſe 

who are really what they profeſs themſelves] 

| to be; and farther, to diſcover who are, and 

who are not the genuine Diſciples of our 

Great Lord and Maſter. Upon theſe Ac- 

counts, It muſt needs be that Offences cone: 

n. Though, Noe to that Man by whom the o 


, fence cometh. But that leads me to a K. 
| cond Inference, which 1 would chiefly infilt 


| * 94 E 


That every Serious Chriſtian ſhould be 
hereby. admoniſh'd, to beware of having 
any Hand in theſe Contentions and Divi- 


* not the Cauſe of Diviſn. 
It behoves us to conſider, not meerly what 
our Lord foretold would be the Event of 


19 


e- 

p- his Coming; but principally what was the 
eln of it ; which certainly was, not 10 
7h cauſe Diviſion z but to give 3 Whilſt 

ns, Wl therefore we behold the fulfilling of the 

oſs Prophecy in my Text, and bewail the Cor- 


ruptions of Chriſtians in this Inſtance ; we 
cannot do better, than thoroughly to com- 


ply with the Precepts of our Pure and Peace- 


rce ale Religion. There was nothing for which 
rom Wl our Bleſſed Saviour ſeem'd to be more con- 
: of end, when he was leaving the World, 


* 


AVE (s we may ſee by his admirable Prayer to 
Ex- Wi tis Father upon that Occaſion) than the 
they Wl Concord of his Diſciples, and of all who 

| the Wi ſhould embrace his Religion in following 
ſerve Wl Ages. This was his moſt Earneſt Deſire, 


That they all night be one: That as the 


Im z eſteeming this as a proper Method to 
convince the World, that the Father had 


to this Agreement. 
have already obſerv'd, all who underſtand 


according to it, in this Part of the World, 
„ 


father was in hin, and he in the Father; John vil. 


20, 21. 


they alſo might be one in the Father and the 11, 


tles Precepts do ſtrictly oblige all Chriftians 


the Chriſtian Faith, and deſign to Praiſe 


| Sich indeed is the Degeneracy and Cor. 
ruption of the Church of Rome, that, as I 


ſen him. And both his own and his Apo- 
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. * 20 Chriſtian Religion tho Occaſion: 
14 [| - have, been under a Neceſſity of ſeperating 
| gow its Communion. But what can Hinder 
Proteſtants from uniting one with another? 
The profeſs d Rule of our Faith and Man- 
ners 15 the Holy Scripture. Upon this Prin- 
ciple we have all withdrawn from that De- 
generate Church; and we all profeſs to a4 
upon this Principle. It is no Wonder, if 
5 they who have made to themſelves another 
Rule of Faith and Practice, and have there- 
bpbpby corrupted the Chriſtian Doctrine and 
Worſhip with abundance of groſs Errors, 
and evil Practices, ſhould hate and perſecute 
thoſe who adhere to this Rule only. But 
what after this can juſtify our Contentions f 


7 


amongſt OUT ſelves? 0 
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Alre not all the Fundamentals of Chriſtian] 
Faith and Practice plainly and evidently 
cContain'd in the Holy Scriptures? So that 
whoſoever hath the Opportunity of con- 
__ _. {ulting them, as all Proteſtants have, if he 
will do it with Integrity and Impartialit), 
with an Honeſt Deſire to know and to pra 
ctiſe according to the Truth, as it it in Jeſut 
and will make uſe of all thoſe Helps which 
ue would do in the peruſal of any Ancient 
Bock, ſuch as this is, cannot ſurely be dan 


| | 3 2 IF in d * ; 4 i o hs 
 gerouſly miſtaken in Matters neceſſary to | 
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| Salvation, . 
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Why 
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Why ſhould we particularly of this 
Kingdom, who have ſo many and great 
Advantages for the enabling us to under- 
ſtand the Holy Scriptures, contend any 
longer with Fierceneſs and bitter Zeal a- 
bout Religious Matters? 


b Were I ſpeaking to thoſe, who without 


Cauſe withdraw themſelves from the Com- 


munion of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, I would 
earneſtly beſeech them to conſider impar- 
tially, what one thing there is in our Com- 
munion, which by this Rule of the Holy 
Scripture they can plainly and evidently 
prove to be Unlawful: And if there be 
not any ſuch thing, What can juſtify their 
dividing from us, which is well known to 


have been the unhappy Occaſion of ſo much 


Wrath and Contention amongſt us? 
But as I am ſpeaking to thoſe of our 
own Communion, I would ask, What can 

_ excuſe thoſe Contentions with one another, 

and thoſe Reflections caſt upon each other, 

which all wiſe and good Chriſtians amongſt 
us heartily lament? It muſt be, to ſpeak 
plainly, from the Ignorance of ſome, and the 
Deſign of others taking Advantage of that Ig- 
norance, that the Name of Religion, and 

of the Church, is made uſe of in a Caſe 

in which they are not at all concern d. . 
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22 Chriſtian Religion the Occafion : 
lt is now too apparent what the Mean- 
ing was of that loud Out-cry of the Dan- 
ger of our Church, made by Men who 

were all that while contriving the ruin of 

the State, and intended as an . Artifice to 
draw in weak Men to their Party: and 
conſequently we know for what Reaſon 
ſome of the ſureſt and moſt conſtant Friends 
of our Church have been ſtigmatized as its 
\. 8 Enemies and Betrayers; namely, becauſe 
e they would not enter with them into their 


- Pernicious Meaſures. 


It is time certainly for all of us to be 
thoroughly Kr that the Security of 
our Eſtabliſſ d Church depends upon the 
Security of the Eftabliſhd Goverment ; and 
that one Qualification abſolutely neceſſary 
to the proving us good Members of 4 
Proteſtant Church, 1 might have faid the | 

» diſtinguiſhing Character of ſuch at this 

tune is, our. being good Subjects of 4 Pro- 
teftant King ; and under him unanimouſly | 

_ conſpiring to promote the real and laſting 
Welfare of our Church and | Kingdom. = 


1 


And we have now in our Veiw, bleſ- 
| ſed be Almighty God, che glorious Pledges 
which he bath given us of bis Deſign to 
reduce us to this Temper; whilſt we be- 
hold an Illuſtrious Family of Princes, which 
hath been all along Famous for ä 


not the Cauſe of Di vi ſion. 93 23 
to and promoting the Intereſts of the Refor- 
mation Abroad, reſery'd as on purpoſe to fe 
cure it Here alſo in the time of our Need; 
and at this Seaſon, by many remarkable 
and, wonderful Steps of Providence, placed 
at the Head of that Church, which hath 
been conſtantly. and juſtly eſteemd the 
Glory. and the Bulwark of the Reforma- 
8 15 - i; | 


7 


May we not fay, If the Lord were 1d, . 
pleas'd to give us up 0 Deſtruction, 4 8 
would not ſurely have done this great 
Thing for us? And what can we hope » 
for leſs, from this gracious Diſpenſation of wy 
2 than that when God _ = 1 
we granted to our Sovereign entire Victo- 1 
77 Cal his rebellious Subjects, (a Bleſ- 
fon which, we truſt in God, is not far 
off,) he will make him alſo the happy 
inſtrument - of - reconciling © his diſagreeme 
ones, and compoſing the unhappy Diffe- 
rences of our Church and Nation; ba- 
niſhing all other Diſtinctions from among 
us, ſave thoſe of N 1 and PA 91 | 
that is, of thoſe who take the Holy Scrip- 
tures for. the Rule of their Faith and Man- 
ners 3 and thoſe who ſet up any other 
Rule in oppoſition to this z hereby ſup- 
porting both our own and the reſt of th 
Reformed Churches, and promoting _ = A 
3) 2 1159776 $1207 area: 
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10 Chriflian Religion t the — cio 


Intereſt of our inn, 88 the 
World T7 FG A | 


F FN e 


to do our part towards 8 halening this 


lorious Event, I beg leave to ſhut up this 
iſcourſe with the mention of two Parti- 
 culars conducing; gary” to this Purpoſe, 


The Firſt is, That we ſhould endeavour 

to inform our Underſtandings aright con- 
ning: the Nature of true Religion. Our 
Bleſſed Lord hath fo plainly told us, That 


u, xxii. to love God and our Neighbour, are the 


ys 16 xxiii· Mercy, and Fidelity, 


23˙. 


„ Meat =o Drink; but Rig 755 
17, 18. 4 Peace, Foy 50 
. for ze that in 10% Things een 


witch: ellewhere alſures Us, is to ow us, 


12. Y 


Sum of the Law and the Prophets, and 
as we may infer from his Diſcourſe, the 
two great Commandments. of the Goſpel alſo, 
that it is wonderful that any Man who 
reads that Paſſage can place the Eſſence of 
his Religion in any thing elſe. Judgment, 
he hath elſe-where 
told us are the 2 Matters of the 
Lam, weigůtier much hi Tithing Mint, 
and Aiſe, and Cummin ; and vin | that 


. is ix. Mercy is to _ preferr d before Sacrt- 


fee. The Kingdom' of God, ſaith St. Paul, 


and 


f "ak the 'H 


ale to God, and ee of A 
grand Deſign of the 


* 


ut ie Cauſe of Diviſion. {oy 

hat denyi 1 "End Worldly Luſts, 

ie ſhould "hive Soberly, Rig breouſy, and Godly 

pthis prefent Life. eee 
But neither is this ſufficient, without what 

Wllows, in the Second place, viz. #1 


That we charge our ſelves with practiſing 
wording to theſe Declarations; that we 

excite in our own Souls the Love of God 

nd Men; and ſo believe in Feſus Chrift 

wr Lord, as to make our Chriſtian Faith 

the great Incentive to theſe Diſpoſitions of 

foul, and as the Effect of them, to a ſuita- 

be Converſation ; that we exerciſe Jud. 
nent, Mercy and Fidelity, and maintain Righ- - 
twouſneſs and Peaceableneſs, that we may par- 

ne of what Reſults from both, Foy in 

the Holy Ghoſt, If we do thus, we 15 


have little Inclination, after this, to conten 

with others about Matters of an Inferiour 

Nature 3 (much leſs ſhall we preſume to call 

In Religion to juſtify our Conteſts of another 

kind 5) we ſhall make all juſt Allowances 

for the Prejudices which may ariſe from 
Education and Converſe z wherein we ſee or 
apprehend others to be Miſtaken, we ſhalt 
endeavour, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and by 

the Force of Sound Reaſon and Argument, 

to convince them of their Errors; and if we 

cannot do that, we ſhall obferve that excelv 
knt Rule of the Apoſtie, I/ bertunto we have Phil Um. 
ESE LP” © Tg 


30 Chriſtian Religion the Occaſion: 

Already attained, we ſball walk by the ſame 

Rule, we ſhall | mind the ſame | Bin yo 

as for thoſe who in any thing. are other. 

wiſe- minded, we ſhall hope, that God wil 
reveal even this unto them. 


— 


I conclude all with thoſe Pathetical Ex- 
preſſions of the Apoſtle, in his Epiſtles to 

the Epheſians and Philippians.. I beſeech you] 
A; that ye walk worthy of the Vocation where. 
ph. iv. i, > : = 
2,3- wit h ye are called; with all Lowlineſs andi 
es Meekneſs, with Long-ſuſfering, forbearing one 
another in Love; ende avouring to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace 
And again; Let all Bitterneſs, and Frath 
Ver. 3 1. 32. 425d Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking ] 
be put ne from you, with all Malice: Andi 

be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted,} 

_—_ Jorgiving one another, even as God, for Chriſt A 
WEN philii.r, ſake, hath forgiven you. And finally, If 
cee. there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if am Con. 
fort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spi- 
rit, if any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye 

my Joy, that ye be like-minded, having the 

fame Love, being of one Accord, of one Mind. 

Let nothing be done through Strife or Vain. 
glory; but in „ of Mind let each 
efteem other better than themſelves. Look 
not every Man on his own things; but 
every Man alſo on the things > others, 
Let this the tame Mind be in you, which 
was alſo in Chriſt Feſus, When this ſhall 
FVV 


not the Cauſe of Diwifion, | 
become the prevailing Temper of profeſs'd 
Chriſtians ; then it will appear, that as 
our Lord came to occaſion Diviſions, through 


of the Devil: So he came in Deſi 


Which God of his infinite Mercy grant in 
Chrift our Lord, Amen. 


the Corruption of Men, and the Inſtigation 
13 n, and 
in Effet alſo, to ide Peace on Perth: 


his due Time, through the ſame Feſus | 
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